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Wealth is sum of 
the things that 

create happiness





Do computers 
make me 

more wealthy?









 Make less work?
Save time?

More productive?
Easier life?







 finish projects sooner?
more to worry about?

more complex situations?





 carry a pager?
read mailing lists?

answer email?
recompile kernels?
train spam filters?







Is Life 
Easier?









Computers 
don’t think;

they do



Losing 
my job



Thousands of 
Files



I need to Extract 
some numbers and 
make a Report. If 
only there were 

some Practical way 
to do that.





Pretending 
To Be There



Create simulation inputs
FTP to VAX

Run simulations
Read comp.lang.perl
FTP new results files

Parse files to make CSV
Load into Excel on Windows



Work Smarter,
not Harder







Start a Module
h2xs

ExtUtils::ModuleMaker
Module::Starter

mmm (Mark’s Module Maker)



Module 
Cooker



#!/usr/bin/perl

use Cwd;
use File::Spec;

my $module = $ARGV[0] || prompt( "Module name> " );
my $dist   = $module; $dist =~ s/::/-/g;
my $file   = $module; $file =~ s/.*:://; $file .= ".pm";

my $cwd    = File::Spec->catfile( cwd(), $dist );

system 
        join " ",
        "/usr/local/bin/ttree"        ,
        "-s ~/.templates/modules"     ,
        "-d $cwd"                     ,
        "-define module='$module'"    ,
        "-define module_file='$file'" ,
        "-define module_dist='$dist’" ;



Module 
Tester



daily_build
$ cat ~/module_list | xargs daily_build

Dev/Business/ISBN-Data ... No tests failed

Dev/Business/ISMN ... No tests failed

Dev/Business/USPS/WebTools ... Could not even run tests

Dev/Chemistry/Elements ... No tests failed

Dev/ConfigReader/Simple ... No tests failed

Dev/Data/Constraint ... No tests failed

Dev/File/Find/Closures ... No tests failed

Dev/HTML/SimpleLinkExtor ... No tests failed

Dev/HTTP/Size ... failed tests



module_checker



release



Old Way
$ cvs update
$ make clean test disttest
$ vi Changes
. . .
$ cvs commit -m “. . .”
$ ftp pause.perl.org
ftp> . . .
$ lynx pause.perl.org



New Way
$ release



cpan



Old Way
$ perl -MCPAN -e shell
Terminal does not support AddHistory.

cpan shell -- CPAN exploration and 
modules installation (v1.7601)

ReadLine support available (try 
'install Bundle::CPAN')

cpan> install HTML::Parser HTTP::Size 



New Way
$ cpan HTML::Parser HTTP::Size



perlbrowser





Summary
We think; computers do

Do it automatically
Do it repeatedly

Spend more time drinking beer


